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Merry Christmas!

Most cards and decorations found in Russia
that look "Christmassy" are actually to
celebrate the New Year, the main winter

’ p——- holiday. To the right is a real Christmas card
Alyona signing my guest boo | found. It says, "Merry Christmas".

Thank You | hope you and your
family and friends
Thanksgiving has just have a very merry
passed, and looking one!
back over the past year |

am grateful to you for -y > VR Tt T = Y.
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Here are a couple of 15

things you have done in
Russia and Kyrgyzstan:

Cars are Wonderful

I have just returned to the States for
Christmas. Yesterday | went driving up and
down a sleepy country road with my fifteen
year old friend, Emily. When | thanked her
for letting me ride with her she said, "No
problem. | LOVE to drive!"

I must admit, after not driving for nine
months, | feel like a teenager who just got
her license. It's exiting to drive to the
grocery store - especially not have to carry
groceries home. I'm also amazed that when
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L to R Leila, Alyona, Aa, Galya, Natasha & me

Goodbye to the Fam"y | write a list of seven or eight places | need to
Girl go, instead of three or four days, | can get it
Home Girls all done in a couple of hours. It's wonderful.

(Emily drove very well, by the way.)
Bought roofing for Kyrgyz orphg | wanted to have a goodbye party at my ,
house for the girls who are living with
Natasha. | also invited Anya who works at
the orphan intake hospital. It was really fun.
| made a birthday cake for basically
everyone's birthday. They decorated it and
we laughed a lot and had a really nice time.

| plan to visit Nastya, who lived there and
was adopted to America. The girls brought =
her a present for me to give her, plus | had

them take photos of each other and write ks

notes to her on a poster which I'll bring her. | S )

think she will love it! My first ride with Emily (I wasn't scared)

Bought walker for babushka



