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Focus for 2011

Seek God
Bible study
Children's class
development
Write children's short
stories
Itinerate
Study:
Russian
Photography

Personal growth
Discipline
Gardening class
Rest

One of those "things"
about living in Russia

Today | got an email plea:

Does anyone know a
good, reliable plumber?
We've lived here 16 years
and this is one contact we
need to make! Thank you.

My answer:

If you find one, | (and 5
million other St.
Petersburg residents)
would love to know! I've
lived there 8 years, used
at least 16 plumbers and
wouldn't recommend one
of them.

This Year

Toward the end of last year
the Lord led me to take a
sabbatical this year. My return
ticket to Russia is for November
10.

It is good to be home. | didn't
realize how I'd allowed myself to
run dry. I've been working on
discipline to eat healthier, sleep
more and learn to rest.
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I've joined a good weekly Bible
study. It's been educational and I've
also been able to encourage people, which
is rewarding. I've been reading the Bible,
personal growth books, and done some
research. Now that I've slowed down, I'm
finally taking time to deal with the death of
my parents. It's been a good, healing time.

Every day I've been studying Russian.
Since I'm basically self-taught - all my
teachers worked with my existing learning
style, which is listening to people speak
and parroting - consequently | understand
and speak capably, but don't read or write
well. At the Kyrgyz orphanage, the children
beg me to read them fairy tales when I tuck
them in and pray with them at night . . . that
"drawing out bedtime" syndrome children
do so well. When | tell them | can't read,
they pray God will help me learn to read.
During my time home | plan to write
children's stories that teach morals (very
necessary at the orphanages) to read at
bedtime. They'll be translated and since
I'm planning on reading them, I've been
reading Russian short stories each night so
| can actually do it! Last spring | read at
about 5 year old level. Now I'm at 6 or 7
year old level. It's surprisingly
advantageous that | don't read well,
because many of the orphans don't either,
even the teenagers. One of the Kyrgyz
boys and | read the children's Bible
together every day. He was made fun of in
school and at the orphanage daily because
he was 12 and read like a preschooler.
When we read together we helped each
other. | read faster than him, but he knows
more words than me. We make a good
team! 1 think these stories will help both
the children and me grow!
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Russian Children's story | read last night

Orphans usually do not have many
photographs of themselves. Their
possessions are often given away or stolen
but nobody can take their photograph and
say "that's mine".

The photos | give the children are
treasured. Sometimes they are the first
they've ever had. They are powerful
ministry tools. | am taking a photography
class. This may be hard to believe for
those of you who know | never go
anywhere without a camera, but | have
never taken a photography class and don't
know anything past the very basic functions
of my camera. | can't wait to see how my
photos improve once | understand the
camera more.

I look forward to returning to Russia
rested and prepared to minister more
effectively to the children.

Katya was thrilled with her picture
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Thank you ! Some Lives We've Touched

This is my updated prayer door in Russia. It
is my front door, and when | pass it, a photo will
stand out to me and | pray for that person. The
photos are primarily from Russia and India over
the last 3 years. The children from the Kyrgyz
orphanage have their own separate collages on
other walls.

| carry each one of these kids in my heart - |
know some of you do too - even without having
met them. Thank you for praying for them, and
for praying for me, and for your support. | look
forward with anticipation to what is yet to come!

(above) some of the Kyrgyz children
(left) mostly Russian and Indian children

Hope for Tomorrow

Bringing faith hope and Ivehelping
orphans and elderly in Eurasia

Please make checks payable to:

Hope for Tomorrow
Post Office Box 26314
Colorado Springs, CO 80936314

If you are donating toward a specific project
you can write it in the memo section.
Phone: (719) 452763 States
011 7 (812) 5424896 Russia
Email: HFTMinistry@gmail.com




